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SUMMARY OF MEETING:

This meeting was convened to determine the specific recommendations to be made to
the Department of Housing and Urban Development, this year, to change their regulations
governing the construction of manufactured homes. The MCHSS Committee performs a
continuous monitoring and review of these HUD regulations, on a three-year cycle.

This year, the committee considered and debated a change that would require ground-
fault protection of the electrical outlet on the bottom of manufactured homes. This outlet is
dedicated to supplying electric power to heat tapes that prevent the exposed water pipe from
freezing. At present, the HUD regulation forbids ground-fault protection of this outlet,
because of concern that a "falste trip” of a GFCI would be unnoticed and facilitate a freeze-
up of the water supply.

Three documents were presented to the MCHSS Committee:

1) Report on the Heat Tape Study Contract CPSC; March 1994; Mogan, N.

2) Heat Tape Safety Measures Study; Underwriters Laboratories; December
1993; Hallerburg, D.A.; Thomas, Sebastian; LeMieux, Daniel.

3) Letter; Paul Duks, Underwriters Laboratories, to Dennis McCoskrie,
CPSC, "Performance Requirements for Ground-Fault Circuit Interrupters”,
March 21, 19%4.

The CPSC representative commented on the significance of these documents and the
opportunity to reduce heat tape fires that is presented by the recommended change in the
HUD manufactured home regulations. In particular, the committee concluded that the
ground-fault protection is needed to complete a safety system for water- pipe heat tapes.

The MCHSS committee voted unanimously to accept the proposal requiring ground-
fault protection. The wording of the proposal is:



..."The manufacturer shall provide:

...(1) Written installation instructions for the method(s) required for compliance to this
section; (ii) a statement in its installation instructions that if pipe heating cable is used it shall
be listed, (iii) a receptacle outlet for the use of a pipe heating cable located on the underside
of the manufactured home within 2 feet of the water supply inlet. The receptacle outlet
provided shall be placed on a branch circuit which is protected by a ground Jaulr circuit
interrupter. The receptacle outlet shall be labeled as shown on figure..."

The label referred to above should read:
"Pipe heating cable receptacle. Use only listed cable."

The above proposal will go out for public comments during the summer, and final
decision will be made on the next MHCSS meeting in October, 1994.
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